\W5sl 


ST.  TIMOTHY'S  EPISCOPAL  CHURCH 
ONE  HUNDRED  AND  TWENTY-FIFTH 
ANNIVERSARY 

1981 


THE  LIBRARY  OF  THE 

UNIVERSITY  OF 

NORTH  CAROLINA 

AT  CHAPEL  HILL 


THE  COLLECTION  OF 
NORTH  CAROLINIANA 

PRESENTED  BY 


q. 


it.  Timothy's 
Episcopal  Church 


Cp283.09 
W75sl 


ONE  HUNDRED  AND  TWENTY-FIFTH 
ANNIVERSARY  CELEBRATION 


OF 


t  ®tmo%j's  episcopal  (Hljurcij 

(Established  1856) 

%  JUfe.  ^ofcma  C  £pttler,  -Jr.,  Rector 


&£■;]>, .. 


""Tew      ,« 


•>:^^  «|PSSiu^'>Ari3ffirw-s.'t..'<;V?>^rf^ys'-'f 


COMMEMORATION  BANQUET  AND  SERVICE 
SATURDAY  AND  SUNDAY,  OCTOBER  10  &  11,  1981 


11111111 


■ 


%1 


M 
1  V 


mm 


J 


My  thanks  and  appreciation  to  the  following 
people  for  providing  me  with  information  and 
assistance  in  preparing  this  booklet: 

Mrs.  Catherine  P.  Batten 
Mr.  J.  Robert  Boykin  III 
Mrs.  Dorothy  J.  Jeffrey 
Mr.  Hugh  B.  Johnston,  Jr. 
Mr.  Ben  Mincey 
Mrs.  Florence  Morrill 


William  L.  Jeffrey 
September  1,  1981 


Printed  by:  STALLINGS  PRINTERS,  WILSON 


We  are  pleased  to  welcome 
each  of  you  to  our  celebration 
of  the  125th  Anniversary  of  St. 
Timothy's  Episcopal  Church. 
We  extend  our  warmest  greet- 
ings to  the  Rev.  John  A.  Gray 
(rector  1952-1978),  the  Rt.  Rev. 
Clarence  Hobgood  (rector  1948- 
1951),  and  Mrs.  Maggie  Beckwith, 
wife  of  the  Rev.  John  Q.  Beckwith 
(rector  1938-1947).  The  history  of 
this  parish  is  the  history  of 
many  who  responded  to  God's 
action  in  their  lives,  in  this  par- 
ish, and  in  this  community. 


Our  Celebration  is  to  honor  those  who  labored  in  the  past  to  build 
a  solid  foundation  for  the  extention  of  Christ's  ministry  here,  and 
to  honor  the  many  who  are  now  commissioned  to  carry  on  this 
vital  loving  ministry.  We  look  back  with  deep  gratitude  to  those 
who  gave  of  themselves  sacrificially  and  generously  as  their  faith- 
ful response  to  our  loving  God  and  Father  of  our  Lord,  Jesus  Christ. 
Their  witness,  ministry,  and  work  has  enabled  St.  Timothy's  to  be  a 
growing  and  dynamic  parish  in  this  area  of  God's  vineyard.  To 
those  of  us  who  are  carrying  on  this  work,  we  reded icate  ourselves 
at  this  celebration  to  faithfully  follow  our  Lord  and  to  labor  dili- 
gently for  the  building  up  of  His  Kingdom.  We  pray  fervently  that 
we  may  boldly  and  faithfully  minister  in  Christ's  name  and  under 
His  banner  to  further  His  work  in  this  parish  for  the  next  century 
and  a  quarter. 


This  book  honors  but  a  few  of  the  saints  in  our  history  and 
honors  the  saints  of  today  who  will  lead  us  into  the  years  ahead. 
Gloriously,  we,  with  those  who  have  gone  before,  raise  our  prayer 
that  He  will  give  us  strength  and  grace  "so  to  follow  their  good 
examples,  that  with  them  we  may  be  partakers  of  Thy  heavenly 
kingdom." 


Again,  we  welcome  all  who  join  us  in  our  celebration  and  extend 
to  each  of  you  our  warmest  appreciation.  To  the  committee  who 
labored  to  make  all  of  this  possible,  we  offer  our  deepest  gratitude. 
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The  Rev.  Downs  C.  Spitler,  Jr. 

Rector 


^  Pamlj  ^tstor^ 


Dr.  Barron  C.  Watson  and  his  wife  were  the  first  Episcopalians  to 
reside  in  Wilson.  They  lived  here  from  1849  until  1853  when  they  re- 
turned to  their  former  home  in  Pennsylvania.  They  attended  services 
at  the  Calvary  Episcopal  Church  in  Tarboro. 

In  the  spring  of  1855  the  first  Episcopal  service  was  held  in 
Wilson  by  Bishop  Thomas  Atkinson.  The  event  took  place  on  the 
second  floor  of  Mr.  W.  D.  Rountree's  store  located  on  the  corner  of 
Barnes  and  Tarboro  streets.  Mrs.  Martha  Adams  and  Miss  Virginia 
Stith  were  confirmed  at  that  service. 

The  Bishop  sent  the  Rev.  William  Murphy  to  Wilson  in  1856  to 
organize  the  first  congregation.  The  Rev.  Murphy  left  in  1857,  and 
during  the  following  year  occasional  services  were  held  here  by  the 
Rev.  F.  Fitzgerald,  Rector  of  St.  Stephen's  Church  in  Goldsboro. 
Later  that  year  (1858)  he  was  succeeded  by  the  Rev.  F.  S.  Stickney 
who  held  monthly  services  for  the  Wilson  congregation. 

During  this  period  the  services  were  celebrated  in  the  old  Masonic 
Lodge  building  that  was  located  on  Lodge  Street. 

The  congregation  was  admitted  to  the  diocese  as  a  parish  in  1859. 

A  decision  to  construct  a  church  building  was  reached  in  1860. 
The  lot  at  the  corner  of  Green  and  Goldsboro  streets  (current 
church  location)  was  purchased  June  12,  1860,  for  $300. 
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The  Rev.  Fenner 

Satterthwaite  Stickney 

1860 


The  Rev.  Angelo  A. 

Benton 

1861  ■  1863 

1866  •  1870 


V 


The  Rev.  Israel  Harding 
1863  ■  1865 


The  Rev.  Mr.  Deal 
1875 


The  Rev.  B.  S.  Bronson 
1878  -  1889 


The  Rev.  C.  J.  Wingate 
1891  •  1896 


- 


The  Rev.  Thomas  Bell 
1898  ■  1900 


The  Rev.  Cary  Gamble 
1901  •  1906 


The  Rev.  T.  A.  Cheatham 
1906  ■  1908 


The  wooden  frame  structure  was  completed  early  in  1861  at  a 
cost  of  $3000  and  consecrated  April  23,  1863.  The  Rev.  Angelo  A. 
Benton  was  the  first  rector  to  serve  the  new  church. 

Following  Rev.  Benton's  departure  to  Greenville  in  1863,  Rev. 
Israel  Harding  came  to  St.  Timothy's  from  Washington,  North  Caro- 
lina. He  was  soon  followed  by  a  number  of  his  former  parishioners 
who  left  the  Beaufort  County  area  when  it  was  occupied  by  ad- 
vancing Union  troops.  A  number  of  these  people  remained  in 
Wilson  following  the  end  of  the  Civil  War.  However,  Rev.  Harding 
left  in  1866,  and  the  Rev.  Angelo  A.  Benton  returned  to  serve  St. 
Timothy's  a  second  time  (1866-70). 

The  original  church  building  served  the  congregation  from  1861 
until  1908.  The  current  Gothic  structure  was  begun  in  1906  and 
completed  in  1908.  The  church  was  consecrated  May  11,  1919. 

Following  completion  of  the  new  building,  the  little  wooden 
church  was  moved  to  the  corner  of  Green  and  Railroad  streets 
where  it  served  as  a  residence  for  many  years. 

A  parish  house  (current  Common  Room)  was  added  in  1925, 
being  adapted  in  design  to  the  general  architecture  of  the  existing 
building. 

A  new  rectory  was  completed  in  1928.  The  Rev.  Edward  W.  Baxter 
and  his  family  were  the  first  to  occupy  this  dweling.  This  building 
was  later  used  as  a  church  school  facility  when  Mr.  Selby  H. 
Anderson  presented  his  home  on  the  corner  of  Nash  Street  and 
Raleigh  Road  to  the  church  for  a  rectory  in  1954.  The  Anderson 
home  served  as  the  rectory  until  1978  when  it  was  sold  by  the 
church. 

In  1959  Anderson  Hall  was  built.  Seven  years  later  the  Memorial 
Building  was  constructed.  The  last  addition  to  the  church  grounds 
was  the  Memorial  Garden  in  1975. 

St.  Timothy's  celebrated  its  one  hundredth  birthday  with  a  cen- 
tennial celebration  service  May  20,  1956. 

A  banquet  and  service  on  Saturday  and  Sunday,  October  10  and 
11,  1981,  will  mark  the  125th  anniversary  of  the  church. 
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The  Rev.  E.  A.  Edwards 
1909  •  1911 


The  Rev  I.  H.  Webber 
Thompson 
1911  •  1912 


The  Rev.  Martin  N.  Ray 
1912  •  1913 


'.■■■'■■'■■.- ■'■  "  ..'  ,;  .  ■'■ ' 


The  Rev.  Clarence  Greene 

Prosperi 

1914 


The  Rev.  Edward  W. 

Baxter 

1922  ■  1929 


The  Rev.  A.  W.  Cheatham 
1914  ■  1916 


The  Rev.  Samuel  W.  Hale 
1929  •  1931 


The  Rev.  Morrison  Bethea 
1916  -  1922 


The  Rev.  Frank  D.  Dean, 

M.  D. 

1932  •  1937 


The  Rev.  J.  Q.  Beckwith 
1938  -  1947 


The  Rev.  Clarence 

Hobgood 

1948  ■  1951 


The  Rev.  John  Adkins  Gray 
1952  ■  1978 


CLERGY  WHOSE  PHOTOS  COULD  NOT  BE  OBTAINED: 


The  Rev.  William  Murphy 
1856  -  1857 


The  Rev.  J.  B.  Purcell,  M.  D. 
1872  -  1874 


The  Rev.  F.  Fitzgerald 
1858  -  1859 


The  Rev.  G.  W.  Phelps 
1874  -  1879 


The  Rev.  Willis  Hunter 

(Assisted  Rev.  Benton  1861  -  1862) 


The  Rev.  R.  E.  Wright 
1889  -  1891 


The  Rev.  J.  W.  Lamour 
1870  -  1872 


The  Rev.  F.  C.  Baylis 
1896  -  1897 


•jjjrestbents  of  tlje  Episcopal  (Ehurcljfocmmt 


Mrs.  Thomas  Bell  Mrs.  John  D.  Palmer 

1898,  1900  1947  -  1948 

Mrs.  H.  G.  Connor  1950 

1899  Mrs.  F.  L.  Carr 

1901  -  1908  1949 

1911  Mrs.  G.  E.  Gauss 

1917-1919  1951-1952 

Mrs.  T.  A.  Cheatham  Mrs    e.  M.  Buracker 

1909  1953  .  1954 

Mrs.  H.  H.  Murray  Mrs.  H.  E.  Benton 

1910  1955  .  1956 

Mrs.  E.  G.  Rawlings  Mrs   james  R.  Smith 

1912-1916  1957-1958 

1924  -  1925  . .       _ 

Mrs.  Perry  Kores 

Mrs.  C.  E.  Moore  1959  .  1950 

1920  -  1923  ._       ...    .    .       ,       „. 

Mrs.  W.  Johnston  King 

Mrs.  D.  M.  Hill  1961  .  1952 

1926  ,    _    _                  . 

Mrs.  J.  C.  Dempsey,  Jr. 

Mrs.  W.  W.  Simms  1963  -  1964 

1927  -  1928  ,,        .   .      _  _..   . 

Mrs.  John  D.  Titchener 

Mrs.  Lanie  Hales  1965  -  1966 

Swartzell  ..       ...  _  ...         . 

1929  .  1930  Mrs.  W.  T.  Wray,  Jr. 


Miss  Clyde  Deans 
1931  -  1932 


1967  -  1968 

Mrs.  John  T.  B. 
Thompson 


Mrs.  F.  D.  Swindell  1969  .  1970 

1933  Mrs.  William  H. 
Mrs.  W.  A.  Kennon  Holdford 

1934  1Q71  .  1972 

Mrs.  Hattie  Boykin  Mrs    Lenox  D. 

Young  Rawlings,  Jr. 

1935  1973  .  1974 

Mrs.  W.  J.  King  Mrs    Harllee  W.  Lyon 

1936  -  1938  1975  .  i976 

Mrs.  S.  P.  Morrill  Miss  ANce  Herring 

1939  -  1940  1977  .  i978 

Mrs.  T.  P.  Thomas  Mrs    H.  Boysen  Diemer 

1941  -  1942  1979  .  i980 

Mrs.  John  W.  Drake  Mrs.  Tom  Smoot 

1943  -  1944  1981 

Mrs.  C.  L.  Blackburn 
1945  -  1946 
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In  a  day  and  age  when  per- 
manence seems  to  be  a 
passing  attribute,  and  when 
the  rapidity  of  change  going 
on  around  us  often  leaves 
us  breathless,  how  refresh- 
ing it  is  to  gather  to  cele- 
brate the  125th  anniversary 
of  an  institution  that  is  such 
a  vital  and  valued  part  of 
our  lives,  and  of  the  com- 
munity which  it  serves.  This 
value,  and  vitality  have  been 
hallmarks  from  its  earliest 
years,  and  they  will  endure 
as  the  tradition  of  Christi- 
anity manifests  itself  at  St. 
Timothy's  through  our  cor- 
porate faith  in  God  and 
Christ,  and  through  our  love 
for  one  another. 

We    gather    to    celebrate 
not    bricks    and    mortar,    for 
these   are    but    the   outward 
and  visible  signs  of  the  in- 
ward   and    spiritual    grace 
that    have    resided     in    our 
parish    through    the    years. 
We  celebrate  people  -  people 
like  Jack  Beckwith,  Clarence 
Hobgood,  Jack  Gray,  Downs 
Spitler  for  the  enabling  qual- 
ity of  their  spiritual  leadership  in  this  parish  and  in  the  Episcopal  Church  at  large. 
We  celebrate  those  many  individuals  who,  responding  to  this  leadership,  have  be- 
come leaders  within  this  parish  and  this  community.  And  we  celebrate  the  host  of 
parishioners  who,  throughout  these  125  years,  have  been  not  merely  hearers  of  the 
word,  but  doers. 


Harllee  W.  Lyon 
1976,  1981 


On  this  occasion,  let  our  prayer  be  that  the  joy  and  significance  of  this  celebra- 
tion may  stay  with  us  in  the  years  to  come,  both  to  support  us  in  our  Christian 
journey  and  to  inspire  us  to  keep  alive  the  tradition  that  has  been  our  inheritance, 
from  those  who  founded  St.  Timothy's  125  years  ago  and  from  those  who  have 
sustained  it  through  the  years.  Let  us  keep  the  faith  with  them  and  with  our  God. 
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Thomas  C.  Davis 
1860  •  1915 


William  J.  Boykin 
1915  -  1937 


Frederick  Louis  Carr 
1938  -  1939 


Joseph  C.  Eagles 
1940  ■  1946 


Edwin  G.  Joyner 
1947  -  1948 


Barnard  G.  Field 
1949 


T.  S.  Hall 
1950  ■  1951 
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Henry  Groves  Connor 
1952,  1958,  1959 


William  E.  Barnes 
1953 


John  D.  Palmer 
1954 


William  A.  Bridgers 
1955 


William  Baxter  Waddill 
1956,  1965 


Henry  H.  Harriss,  Jr. 
1957 


Fred  M.  Eagles 
1960 


W.  Johnston  King 
1961  -  1962 
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Turner  B.  Bunn,  Jr. 
1963  •  1964 


Rom  Purefoy  Watson 
1966  ■  1967 


William  H.  Holdford 
1968,  1977,  1978 
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Ula  H.  Cozart  III 
1969 


Gustav  Edward  Gauss,  Jr. 
1970,  1971,  1980 


William  Watson  Barnes 
1972 


Mrs.  T.  P.  Thomas 
1973 


Haywood  Edmundson  IV 
1974,  1975,  1979 
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Joseph  B.  Stickney 


T.  S.  Hall 
1949 


George  Sherwood 
1963 


Joseph  G.  Rawls 


Henry  Groves  Connor 
1950  -  1951 


William  H.  Holdford 
1964,  1972 


John  Y.  Moore 


William  E.  Barnes 
1952 


Ula  H.  Cozart  III 
1965,  1968,  1977 


William  J.  Boykin 


John  D.  Palmer 
1953 


Gustav  Edward  Gauss,  Jr. 
1966,  1967,  1979 


J.  C.  Hales 


William  A.  Bridgers 
1954 


William  J.  Blair 
1970 


Dr.  Charles  E.  Moore 


William  Baxter  Waddil 
1955 


Robert  H.  Williams 
1971 


Frederick  Louis  Carr 


Henry  H.  Harriss,  Jr. 
1956 


Haywood  Edmundson  IV 
1973,  1978 


E.  L.  Tarkenton 
1930  -  1932 


Turner  B.  Bunn,  Jr. 
1957,  1962 


William  Watson  Barnes 
1974,  1980 


William  Johnston  King 
1933  -  1935 


Loy  W.  Ledbetter,  Jr. 
1958 


Thomas  J.  Hackney,  Jr. 
1975 


Joseph  C.  Eagles 
1936  -  1939 


Fred  M.  Eagles 
1959,  1969 


Thomas  Henry  Webster 
1976 


Edwin  G.-Joyner 
1940  -  1946 


W.  Johnston  King 
1960 


Merrill  V.  Wiese 
1981 


Barnard  G.  Fields 
1947  -  1948 


J.  Bruce  King 
1961 
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Bishop  Thomas  Atkinson 


It  was  on  this  site  (N.  E.  corner  Barnes  and  Tarboro)  in  1855  that  the  first  Episcopal 
service  was  held  by  Bishop  Thomas  Atkinson  on  the  upper  floor  of  Mr.  W.  D. 
Rountree's  General  Store. 


The  first  rectory  stands  left,  original  church  center,  and  the  new  church  right  -  circa 
1910.  The  old  church  was  moved  from  the  corner  location  to  the  position  shown 
above  in  1895  in  anticipation  of  the  new  structure  which  was  to  begin  in  1906.  The 
old  church  was  moved  again  to  the  corner  of  Green  and  Railroad  streets  (between 
1910  and  1915).  It  was  used  as  a  residence  at  this  location  for  many  years.  The 
building  was  eventually  torn  down. 


13 


Mi::. 


Another  view  circa  1910. 


* 


Church  grounds  after  old  church  was  moved  circa  1915.  The  original  rectory  at  left 
of  church  was  later  torn  down  and  replaced  by  a  new  rectory  in  1928  at  the  same 
location. 


14 


Church  site  about  1930.  Note  addition  of  parish  house  (1925)  center  and  new  rectory 
(1928)  left. 


This  building  was  originally  the  stable  on  Dr.  A.  F.  Williams'  property  before  it  was 
purchased  by  the  church.  The  structure  served  for  many  years  as  a  meeting  house 
for  Troop  17  (B.  S.  A.)  that  was  sponsored  by  St.  Timothy's.  It  is  now  used  for 
storage. 
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The  rectory  was  moved  to  the  back  of  the  church  property  near  the  old  stable  in 
1959  to  make  room  for  the  construction  of  Anderson  Hall.  It  was  used  as  a  church 
school  and  office  facility  for  a  while  and  then  torn  down. 


The  former  Selby  B.  Anderson  home  (N.  W.  corner  Nash  and  Raleigh  Road)  served 
as  a  rectory  from  1954  until  1978. 
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Anderson  Hall  -  1959 
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Memorial  Building  -  1966 
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Memorial  Garden  -  1975 


Memorial  Chapel  ■  1981 
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Mrs.  Catherine  P.  Batten,  Parish  Secretary 


Mr.  Ben  Mincey 
Sexton 
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Mr.  Charles  W.  Rakow,  Organist  /  Choirmaster 
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Mrs.  Judy  Ludwig,  Christian  Education  Director 
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Interior  of  old  wooden  church 
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Interior  of  church  as  it  is  today. 
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Choir  departing  Easter  Service  circa  1910 


^^^H 

W01s 

3b     3&      •            '1gLJWwy 

H 


Centennial  Service  May  20,  1956 
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Last  minute  notes 
before  service 


The  Crucifer  leads  the  way 
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"Good  Morning." 


Processional 

24 


The  Sermon 


The  Offeratory 
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Recessional 
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Fellowship  following  the  service 
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Lemonade  in  the  Memorial  Garden 


Enjoying  the  post-service  gathering 
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Altar  Guild  finishing  up 
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Time  to  go  home 
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